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The Button Gwinnett Dispatch February 2023 

A newsletter of the Button Gwinnett Chapter  

National Society Sons of the American Revolution 

Our first meeting of the year was held February 9, 2023 @ the Frontera Mex-Mex Grill in 

Lawrenceville, GA.  We had 18 members and 17 guests in attendance as well as 2 members and 1 

guest on zoom. We would love to see all members and their guests at a future meeting! 

The highlights of the evening were: 

The induction of the two newest Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter Members was conducted by 

President Tom Jacques: 

Jaryd Patrick Green is a descendant of Patriot John Peter Corn who was a private under Captains 

Dewitt, Ewell, Fleming, Crocket and Posey under Col Daingerfield of Virginia (Jaryd’s lineage is 

through his father John Patrick Green) Nat#224887 Ga#8638 ACN#105145 1/13/23 

Benjamin Jordan Forlaw is a descendant of Patriot William Jordan who was a 1st Lt under Col 

Joseph Habersham and Col Robert Rae in the 1st Georgia Continental Line (Ben’s lineage is 

through his mother Margaret Marie Jordan Forlaw). Nat# 224768 GA# 8634 ACN#104989 

12/31/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplementals:   

Ralph Galpin – Patriot Archibald McBride Nat#189912 GA#5741 1/20/23 

Sargent, Ensign, Col McClaughry’s 2nd Regiment, Ulster Co., NY Militia ACN# 103701 

Jaryd’s wife and 

Philadelphia Winn DAR 

2nd Vice Regent 

Caitlen Ann Parish 

Green placed the SAR 

Rosette on his lapel 

and presented him with 

his SAR Member’s 

Badge set for future 

date nights at DAR and 

SAR events 
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Numerous streamers from the January Georgia SAR State Conference and from the Cowpens 

ceremony were presented to Sergeant at Arms John Zeigler.  Certificates from the SAR State 

conference were presented to chapter historian Bill Palmer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certificates: GSSAR Annual State Conference the Button Gwinnett Chapter received: 

2022 – Dr. Lyman Hall Education Outreach Award – Most improved Chapter ($200 check) 

2022 – Revolutionary War Patriot Graves Marked Certificate with 5 white stars for streamer 

• 4 for Patriot Grave Markings, 1 for Compatriot Grave Marking 

 

Streamers Received:  GSSAR Annual State Conference the Button Gwinnett Chapter received: 

2022 – President General Award Streamer 

2022 – President General Award – Distinction Streamer 

2022 – Americanism Award – Excellence Streamer (5,000+ points) 

2022 – Americanism Award – Distinction Streamer  

2022 – Distinguished Chapter Award Streamer  

2022 – Membership Award Streamer (Membership Streamer for 90% Renewals) 

2022 – Veterans Award Streamer  

2022 – C.A.R. Liaison Streamer ($100 check) 

 

Individual Awards: GSSAR Annual State Conference 

Eldon Evans was recognized for earning the Honor Guard certificate. 

Ralph Galpin was recognized for earning the Patriot Grave Marking Medal and Oak Leaf Cluster 

Eldon Evans and Ralph Galpin were recognized for earning the Silver Color Guard medal and for 

earning the Service to Veterans medal 

Noah Tindall was recognized for earning both the Patriot Grave Marking Medal and the Silver 

Color Guard Medal – Noah is also the Georgia C.A.R. State Chaplain 

Bill Palmer received the Senior Honor Guard certificate having attended over 340 State and 

National Events! 

Ms. Peggy Duncan Freeman – Honorary Regent of the Philadelphia Winn DAR Chapter was 

awarded the SAR Daughters of Liberty Medal by GASSAR President Dr. David Ludley. This is 

the highest Medal awarded by the SAR to a DAR member. 

 

February 1, 2023 – President David Ludley has appointed Compatriot Donald McCarty of the 

Button Gwinnett Chapter to replace Bruce Maney as the Revolutionary War Patriots & 

Compatriots Graves Committee Chairman.   
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The evening’s program was "The Battle of Oriskany" – presented by Past Button Gwinnett 

President, Chapter Color Guard Commander and Historian William “Bill” Palmer.  Bill was also 

the State Militia Commander 2015 & 2016 and the State Color Guard Commander 2017 to 2022. 

 

On August 6, 1777, British forces under the command of Sir John Johnson engaged American 

forces under Nicholas Herkimer in the Battle of Oriskany, resulting in one of the few battles of the 

war where all the participants were North American. In the summer of 1777, British forces under 

the command of John Burgoyne moved into the Hudson Valley to cut New England from the rest 

of the Thirteen Colonies. Burgoyne hoped to move through the valley and reach Albany. British 

Lieutenant Colonel Barry St. Leger was ordered to support this column by attacking Fort Stanwix 

in the Mohawk Valley. 

 

2
nd

 Vice President Jack Martin presented Bill with a certificate of appreciation for his presentation.  
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New member applications approved but not inducted yet: 

• Daniel James Douglas Ford – Loyd Ford Nat# 224758 GA#8624 ACN# 104777 12/31/22 

o Daniel is away at college – his father Harold was presented the certificate 

• Donald Arthur Schmidt – Robert Heath Nat# 224994 GA#8639 ACN#105147 1/20/23 

o Don is deferring his induction to March when his wife Kathy can attend 

 

New member applications approved since the February Chapter meeting: 

• Karl Dwight Fitch – David Fitch National #225224; ACN #105434 2/10/2023 

• Ronald David Sikes – Francis Fontaine III National #225223; ACN #105433  2/10/2023 

 

Supplementals approved since the February meeting: 

• None 

 

New Member applications at National: 

• John Stoecker – apps at State for himself, his two sons, and two grandsons (5 total) 

o John Stoecker – Patriot Thomas Helm Rcd Nat 1/27/2023  

o Benjamin Stoecker - Patriot Thomas Helm Rcd Nat 1/27/2023 

o Christopher Stoecker - Patriot Thomas Helm Rcd Nat 1/27/2023 

o John William Stoecker - Patriot Thomas Helm Rcd Nat 1/27/2023 

o Winston Scott Law - Patriot Thomas Helm Rcd Nat 1/27/2023 

• Christopher Douglas Bradfield – Patriot Jonathan Cone Rcd Nat 1/27/2023  

 

New Member applications at State: 

• Bruce Dean Craig – Jacob Bailey 

 

New Member applications submitted since the February meeting: 

• Matthew Henson – in process 

• Marty Bush – in process 

• Mark York – in process 

 

Supplementals submitted since the February meeting: 

• None   

 

Supplementals Summary: 

• Ray Anderson – 1 @ National – Andrew Strain (Pended) 

• Ralph Galpin – 1 @ National – Joseph Hurd, Gilbert Townsend Vail (Pended) 

• Brent Dodson – 2 @ National – Abednego Hodges; Zachariah Warren 

• Raymond Kyle – 3 @ National - Richard Harris, John Sledge, Fletcher Sullivan 

 

Rejoined Button Gwinnett Chapter: 

• Terry Manning Nat#156614 
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2023 Committee Assignments Made to Date. If you would like to serve on one of these 

Committees, please contact Tom Jacques or the Committee Chair to participate.   

• Audit – Tom Hopkins, Chairman, Harry Kitchings & Ray Kyle (Completed in January) 

• Americanism – Mike Watkins 

• Veterans – Jack Martin (Team Don McCarty) 

• C.A.R. Liaison – Randy Tindall 

• DAR Liaison – Don McCarty (Team Tom Jacques) 

(DAR meetings - William Day Feb12, Suwannee Creek Feb 13, Philadelphia Winn Feb 19) 

• Traveling Trunk – Eldon Evans (Team Tom Jacques) Sage School Mar 16, 2023 

• Grave Marking – Don McCarty (Team Eldon Evans) 

• Eagle Scout – David Patrick  

• JROTC – Tom Hopkins (Award banquets for Discovery HS, Duluth HS & Grayson HS) 

• Color Guard – Bill Palmer 

• Publicity – Don McCarty (2 article on Macayla’s Knight Essay have been published) 

 

Upcoming Meeting dates and presentations: 

Mar 9 – Dr. David A. Noble: “The Battle of Kettle Creek”  

Apr 13 – Carter J. Wood: "Madame Patriot - Stories of Women Who Served in Actual Combat in 

the American Revolution" 

May 11 – John Wassell: “Rear Admiral Dr. Corydon McAlmon Wassell” 

Jun 8 – Dr. David Ludley: “Colonial and Revolutionary Art and Related Works” 

Jul 13 – Robert A. “Bob” Sapp: “The Four Faces of the Declaration of Independence 

Aug 10 – Gordon Woodard: "Ten Days with George Washington" 

Sep 14 – Mary Hamilton Williams: "Women From History"  

Oct 12 – Leslie Strickland Watkins: “What Is and Who Are the NSDAR?” 

Nov 9 – Terry Manning: “The Colonial Navy” 

Dec 14 – Installation of 2024 Chapter Officers   

 

 

 

Upcoming JROTC events: 

Mar 16 - Discovery High School (Army) - Military Ball at 6 pm. 

Mar 31 – Central Gwinnett High School (Army) - Cadet Ball at 7:00pm 

May 4 - Duluth High School (Navy) - Awards Ceremony at 6:00 pm. 

May 5 - Grayson High School (Army) - Military Ball at 6:30 pm. 
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Upcoming Events 

Jan 27 & 28 – GASSAR Annual Conference - Sonesta Hotel Duluth, GA (Completed) 

Feb 10 @ 12:00 pm - 3:30 pm Heroes of the Hornets' Nest (Wreath registered) completed 

Feb 11 @ 9:30 am - 4:30 pm Kettle Creek - National SAR event(s) (Wreath registered) completed 

Feb 12 8:30 am - 9:30 am Kettle Creek Colonial Worship Service completed 

Feb 22 5:00 pm – George Washington’s Birthday, Gainesville, Ga (wreath Registered) completed 

Feb 25 @ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Battle of Moore’s Creek (NC) completed 

Mar 4 @ 11:00 am - 12:30 pm Commemoration - Battle of Brier Creek 

Mar 15 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Battle of Guilford Courthouse Comm GREENSBORO, NC      

Mar 23-25, 2023 Georgia DAR State Conference Evergreen Conference Center, Stone Mountain 

• Georgia SAR State President Dr. David Ludley - requests members to staff a recruiting 

table -To date, Don McCarty and Tom Jacques have volunteered for the recruiting table 

Mar 25 @ 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Patriot Grave Marking for Patriot Thomas Glascock and Patriot 

William Glascock – Augusta 

Mar 25 @ 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Fort Hawkins 217th Birthday Celebration - Macon, GA 

Mar 25 @ 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 246th Anniversary of the Battle of Thomas Creek, Jacksonville, Fl 

April 8 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Grave marking for Compatriot Ryall S. Morgan - Clyo, Ga     

           Compatriot Morgan was the National Society SAR President General (1972-1973) 

          President General Bruce Pickett is expected to be in attendance – please attend if possible 

Apr 15 @ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm - Frederica Naval Action – Patriots’ Day Saint Simons Island, GA 

Apr 16 @ 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Grave Marking – Compatriot Robert Wylie Senoia, GA 

Past president of the Marquis de Lafayette Chapter 

Apr 20-23 14 Patriots reinterment ceremonies April 20-22, 2023, in Camden, SC (John Goodwin) 

Apr 29 @ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm Georgia Society SAR Board of Managers Barnesville, GA 

Apr 30 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Patriot Grave Markings (Five Patriots) Midway, GA 

May 8 @ 10:30 am - 1:00 pm - Battle of Pensacola – Galvez Days (FL) “Monday” 

May 29 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm - Memorial Day – State events to be updated 
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Feb 10 @ 12:00 pm - 3:30 pm Heroes of the Hornets' Nest Ceremony 

President Jacques presented the Button Gwinnet SAR Chapter Wreath and Eldon Evans 

presented a wreath for the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the first time firing a musket for President Tom Jacques under the direction of 

compatriots Eldon Evans and Mike Watkins. Compatriot Ralph Galpin was part of the Color 

Guard carrying flags. Compatriot Walker Chewning was also in attendance. The 1st photo was 

taken by Brenda Jessel National Liaison DAR with SAR & SR. The other two photos were taken by 

Lynn Jacques - Philadelphia Winn Regent and Georgia Liaison DAR with SAR & SR. 
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Feb 11 @ 9:50 am  - 3:30 pm Celebration of the Battle of Kettle Creek 
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Button Gwinnett members @ Kettle Creek – Tom Jacques, Mike Watkins, Warren Haire, Noah 

Tindall (Militia), Ralph Galpin (Coninental), Randy Tindall & Karl Fitch (civilian) 
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On Wednesday, February 15 – Ms Lena Anne Towne was presented the the Button Gwinnett 

Chapter NSSAR King Eagle Scout Essay Winner Medal and Certificate  

Due to severe weather on January 12, 2023, our Eagle Scout Essay Winner was unable to join us. 

Speech from David Patrick:  NSSAR King Eagle Scout Contest Essay Chapter Winner  

  

Compatriots, it is my privilege to introduce our 2022 Button Gwinnett Chapter SAR Eagle Scout 

Contest winner Eagle Scout Lena Anne Towne.  I'd like to invite Ms. Towne to join me at this time 

to receive her award. 

 

Ms. Towne is a member of BSA Troop 5109 in Sugar Hill.  She earned her Eagle Scout Rank in 

October 2020 and has served in a number of leadership positions in Scouting including Assistant 

Senior Patrol Leader, Historian, Den Chief, and representative on the BSA National Youth 

Advisory Board regarding girls in Scouting from 2019-2020.  She has earned a number of 

additional Scouting awards including the Den Chief Service Award, World Conservation Award, 

Founder’s Bar, National Outdoor Achievement for Camping, and the 50th Anniversary EPA 

Environmental Award.  In addition to her involvement in the BSA’s Scouting program, she has 

also remained active in Girl Scouts for the past 12 years.  She served four summers as a Day 

Camp Counselor and while a Girl Scout earned the Bronze Award, Silver Award, and Gold 

Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouts, for community service and leadership.  Even with so 

much time committed to scouting, she has prioritized academics.  She is a member of the 

National Honor Society, and Beta Club, and was selected for the 2022 Governor’s Honors 

Program in Latin.  Outside of school, she is very involved in her community, church youth group, 

and theatre being part of high school and local community productions.   

 

On behalf of the Button Gwinnett Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, I present you 

the SAR Eagle Scout Certificate and medal.  Congratulations and thank you for your leadership 

and service to your community. 

 

Ms. Lena Anne Towne – finished in 2nd place in the State Eagle Scout Contest  

Her SAR Eagle Scout Essay winner Medal, certificate, and a check were presented by Chairman 

David Patrick along with Compatriot Mike Watkins and Chapter President Tom Jacques at her 

Scout troop’s Court of Honor at the Buford Presbyterian Church, 1242 Buford Hwy NE, Sugar Hill, 

GA 30518 on Wednesday, February 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Commemoration of the 291st birthday of President George Washington  

We had seven Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter Members at the Commemoration of the 291st 

birthday of President George Washington in Gainesville, Ga on February 22, 2023. This was an 

SAR, DAR and C.A.R. event 
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Color Guard Flag Barriers  -Tom Jacques, Eldon Evans, Mike Watkins, Ralph Galpin Noah Tindall 

Also in attendance - Randy Tindall & Jim Freeman who presented the Chapter Wreath  
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Congratulations to the Elisha Winn C.A.R. Society - Georgia’s Outstanding Society of the Year 

The Elisha Winn C.A.R. Society was honored at the 84th Georgia State C.A.R. Conference as 

Georgia’s Outstanding Society of the year. Honors bring responsibility and Elisha Winn members 

were elected to the state officer positions of Chaplain, Treasurer, Registrar, Corresponding 

Secretary, Historian, and Librarian. Special thanks Jaryd Green for serving as conference teller and 

to the McCarthy family as conference patrons. The success of Elisha Winn is directly related to the 

investment by Philadelphia Winn daughters and Button Gwinnet compatriots. Investing in C.A.R. 

with your time, talents, and finances is an investment in growing SAR and enabling Button 

Gwinnett to continue to earn honors for their support of future generations of patriots. John 

Ziegler is an example of a C.A.R. member developing into a SAR compatriot who is making a 

difference. 
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Commemoration of the 291
st

 Birthday of President George Washington 
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A bit of publicity for Macayla Hutsler our Button Gwinnett Knight Essay Winner 
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Thank you note from Macayla Hutsler – 2023 Button Gwinnett & Georgia SAR Knight Essay 

Winner received by President Tom Jacques at State awards luncheon January 28, 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to Start March activities! 
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Celebration of Life February 4, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


