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The Button Gwinnett Dispatch November 2024 

A Newsletter of the Button Gwinnett Chapter  

National Society Sons of the American Revolution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message for November 2024: 

Hopefully, everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Even though we all have difficult circumstances from 

time to time, we still have so many things to be thankful for. We are blessed to live in the United States of 

America, the dream our Patriots fought and died for to make a reality. May we always thank, honor, and 

never forget those original Veterans, and all Veterans since, who have sacrificed so much to keep us “The 

Land of the Free.” Every day is “Veterans Day,” not just November 11th! 

 

At present, the Button Gwinnett Chapter has 105 active members, and many new member applications in 

process. Currently, we are in the process of collecting dues for 2025 and have already received payment 

from most members. We encourage those who have not yet paid to do so as soon as possible. Our 

Treasurer, Don McCarty, must receive your dues payment no later than December 15, 2024, so that the 

chapter can meet its filing and payment deadline with the State SAR. We do not want anyone to fall through 

the cracks and become inactive! 

 

In November, our chapter participated in the following activities/events: 

Nov 2 Patriot Grave Markings for Isaac Horton & Enoch Benson, Historic Sugar Hill Cemetery, Sugar 

Hill, GA 

Nov 3 NSDAR Bench Dedication, Mount Oglethorpe, GA 

Nov 9 Patriot Grave Marking for Grabriel Smith, Poplar Springs Primitive Baptist Church, Bowdon, GA 

Nov 11 Veterans Day - Oconee County Veterans Memorial, Watkinsville, GA 

Nov 11 Veterans Day - Snellville Veterans Memorial in Snellville, GA 

Nov 11 Veterans Day - Downtown Gainesville, GA 

Nov 17 Patriot Grave Marking - Nathaniel Valentine Bowles, Apple Valley Baptist Church, Commerce, GA 

Nov 19 Philadelphia Winn DAR Chapter, America 250 Patriot Marker Dedication, Lawrenceville, GA 

Nov 22 Patriot Grave Markings for Capt. James Nephew, James Gignilliat, Sr., Lt. Col. John Cooper & Pvt. 

John Calder, Contentment Bluff Plantation Cemetery, Townsend, GA 

Nov 23 Siege of Fort Morris/Come and Take It, Midway, GA 

 

At our November chapter meeting, we elected our 2025 officers, inducted a new member, presented a 

Gold 250th Anniversary Medal, presented Streamers from The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals and The 

Siege at Yorktown. We had an incredible presentation on “The Constitution of the United States” from Jim 

Freeman. 

 

Our December meeting will be equally exciting. In addition to the Installation of our 2025 officers, we 

anticipate Inducting another new member, and many Button Gwinnett members and DAR members will 

receive various Medals and Certificates for their service to and support of the SAR and its mission. We will 

be closing out the year with multiple Wreaths Across America events. Again, honoring, thanking, and 

remembering our Veterans for all they did to protect our freedoms. 
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Meeting Highlights: 

Our November 14, 2024 Chapter Meeting was held at the Frontera Mex-Mex Grill in 

Lawrenceville, GA.  We had 27 members and 15 guests in attendance.  

Please consider joining us at a future meeting! We had DAR members from 4 chapters in 

attendance: Philadelphia Winn – Honorary Regents Lynn Baxter Jacques & Peggy Freeman, 

DAR/SAR/S.R. Relations, Chapter Chair Mary Martin and members Maryland McCarty, Ginny 

Manning & Mary Kitchings; William Day – Regent Debbie Kyle & Honorary Regent Debbie 

Bush; Chestatee River – Kris White; Suwanee Creek – Amy Koon 

 

The highlights of the evening were: 

 

Marine Corps Private Matthew Russell Walters, a recent graduate from 13 weeks basic training at 

Parris Island, SC was inducted into the Button Gwinnett Chapter SAR, while home on leave.  

 

The Revolutionary War Patriot of Pvt. Walters is Cornelius Keith, a Corporal in the South 

Carolina Militia who also served in the 4th SC Artillery Regiment and 5th Regiment Militia. 

 

Private Walters is the grandson of Button Gwinnett Chapter SAR Charter Member James 

Edward Walters, who was inducted into the Georgia Military Veterans Hall of Fame on 

November 2, 2024.  

 

James Walters was recognized for his service achievements as a Petty Officer Second Class in the 

United States Navy. There are only fifteen Georgia Veterans named into the distinctive Georgia 

Military Veterans Hall of Fame each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L-R James Walters, Jeannie Walters, Matthew Walters, Tina Harris and Button 

Gwinnett Chapter President Ray Kyle. James and Jeannie Walters are the grandparents of 

Matthew Walters and Tina Harris is the great-grandmother of Matthew Walters. 

 

 



3 

 

Medals and Awards  

The SAR Gold 250
th

 Anniversary Medal was presented by President Ray Kyle to Button Gwinnett 

Chapter Color Guard Commander Bill Palmer  

 

President Ray Kyle received his SAR Supplemental Certificate for Patriot Fletcher Sullivan as well 

as SAR National Congress in July 2024 awards The Chapter - President General’s Education 

Outreach Certificate & Streamer, The President General’s Cup Certificate, 3rd Place - Chapters of 

91+ members. Other Streamers received included: The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals, The Battle 

of Yorktown and TNSSAR Compatriot Grave Markings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harold Ford was presented with the Liberty Medal, Bronze 

Oak Leaf Cluster which was received at the SAR National 

Congress in July 2024 
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 "The United States Constitution" presented by Compatriot Jim Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First VP Jack Martin (right), presented Program Presenter Jim Freeman (left) with the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation for his presentation on "The United States Constitution". 

 
Biography of Jim Freeman - Major, U.S. Army (Ret.) 

 

Jim Freeman served during the Korean War Era in the U.S. Air Force, in the U.S. Naval Air Reserve, 

North Carolina National Guard, completing 22 years military service in the U.S. Army and Army Reserve 

in 1976. His service included two combat tours in Vietnam.   

 

He founded Task Force Patriot Veteran to Veteran Outreach in 1998 and served as its leader through 

2018. Jim is a past president of the Atlanta Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution. 

 

He and his wife Peggy have served as international volunteer missionaries in Germany, France, Moldova 

and nationally throughout America. 

 

They are the parents of two children, Jim Jr. and Carol Allinger, 3 grandsons and 3 great grandsons. 
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For many years, a Christmas Tradition of Chestatee River DAR Daughter Kris White has been to 

provide home baked goodies to share with the Button Gwinnett Chapter members and guests 

during the November meeting. Both parents of Kris were 

Veterans and she has found this a way to honor and 

remember them for their  service to our country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Button Gwinnett Chapter SAR Charter Member James 

Edward Walters, who was inducted into the Georgia 

Military Veterans Hall of Fame on November 2, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Tom Jacques, Randy Tindall & Don Schmidt 

 

The Slate of candidates for 2025 Officers who were unanamous elected: 

 

President – Ray Kyle 

1 st VP – Jack Martin 

2 nd VP – Marty Bush 

Treasurer – Don McCarty 

Secretary – Jaryd Green 

Registrar – Harold Ford 

Chaplain – Harry Kitchings 

Genealogist – David Sikes 

Historian – Eldon Evans 

Sergeant At Arms – Don Schmidt 

Immediate Past President – Tom Jacques (Remains in place) 
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Registrar Status Report (As of November 29, 2024, we have 105 chapter members) 

 

New Member inducted November 14, 2024 

Matthew Russell Walters – Patriot Cornelius Keith (Received August 7, 2024) 

 

New member applications approved but not yet inducted:  

• Parker James Reason - 230396, Jonathan Taylor, Sol NY (Approved July 2, 2024)  

• Merle Alvin “Skip” Nunn - 230693, Patriot Isaac Allison, Pvt NY (Approved August 14, 2024) 

• William Benson Wood - Patriot Enoch Benson (Approved October 25, 2024) 

New Memorial applications at National:  

• David Keith Wyatt – Patriot Ebenezer Frost (Received October 25 , 2024) 

Supplementals at National:  

• Don McCarty: Patriot John Ussery, Jr., Patriot John Ussery, Sr., Patriot Isham Fuller 

• David McCarty: Patriot John Ussery, Jr., Patriot John Ussery, Sr., Patriot Isham Fuller 

• Raymond Kyle – 2 @ National - John Sledge  (pending) 

• David Sikes – 2 @ National – Patriots Thomas Blitch & Robert Marlow 

• Raymond Anderson – 1 @ National – Patriot Absalom Hooper  

•        Harold Ford: Patriot Wilhelm/William Volk/Fulk 

•        Daniel Ford (2) - Patriots Oliver Heavenhill & Valentine Himmelberger 

New Member applications at State: 

• Zachery Keith Richardson – referral from DAR Fall Forum Linda Richardson Sep 14, 2024 

(Sergeant Newton DAR) 

• Jacob Taylor Richardson– referral from DAR Fall Forum Linda Richardson Sep 14, 2024 

(Sergeant Newton DAR) 

• John Kyle - Referral - William Day DAR Debbie Kyle 

• Raymond Kyle Jr. – Referral - William Day DAR Debbie Kyle 

New Memorial Application at State: 

• None  

New Member Applications in Process: 

• Brandon Hembree – referral from Amy Koon May 3, 2024 (Suwanee Creek DAR) 

• Gordon Benson – referral from Sheila Crumrine Regent Suwanee Fest Sep 21, 2024  (Suwanee 

Creek DAR) Button Gwinnett – Bill Wood’s cousin 

• Bradley Willard – referral from Sheila Crumrine Regent Suwanee Fest Sep 21, 2024  (Suwanee 

Creek DAR) 

• Mike Burke – referral from Sheila Crumrine Regent Suwanee Fest Sep 21, 2024  (Suwanee 

Creek DAR) 

• Michael Miller – referral from Lynn Jacques 2023 Wreaths Across America (Philadelphia Winn 

DAR) 

Supplementals at State: 

•     None 

Supplementals in process : 

•     Bill Schultz – Out for Signature  

Reinstatement in process: 

• Adam Hoke Webb – Reinstatement in process - notified at Feb 8, 2024 chapter meeting 

Transfer into Button Gwinnett Chapter: (Under consideration) 

1. Frank Leslie Bradfield Jr. – Chris Bradfield’s father 

2. Frank Leslie Bradfield III – Chris Bradfield’s brother 
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2024 Committee Assignments 
 

If you would like to serve on one of these Committees, please contact President Ray Kyle or the 

Committee Chair.   

• Audit – Ray Kyle, Chairman, Harry Kitchings & Jack Martin (Completed Jan 18, 2024) 

• Americanism – Ray Kyle 

• Veterans – Jack Martin (Team Don McCarty) 

• C.A.R. Liaison – Randy Tindall  

• DAR Liaison – Tom Jacques 

• Traveling Trunk –  Tom Jacques  

• Grave Marking – Don McCarty (Team Eldon Evans & Bruce Maney) 

• Eagle Scout – David Patrick  

• JROTC – Marty Bush 

• Color Guard – Bill Palmer 

• Publicity – Don McCarty 

•       Newsletter – Tom Jacques  

•       Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter 25th Anniversary – April 6, 2024 – Tom Jacques (Complete) 

• Button Gwinnett Nominating Committee – Tom Jacques, Randy Tindall & Don Schmidt 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meeting dates and presentations: 

 

2024 

Dec 12           Installation of 2025 Chapter Officers – By GASSAR Vice President Bill Floyd 

 

2025 

Jan 9   Sarita Dyer: “Georgia Veterans Hall of Fame”  

Feb 13   Mike Watkins: "Weapons & Armaments" 

Mar 13  Harry Kitchings: "John Hancock" 

Apr 10  Carter Wood: "Gwinnett vs. McIntosh Duel" 

May 8   Gary Page: "America's First Diplomat" 

Jun 12   Lynn Jacques: "The 250th Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill" 

Jul 10   Eli Stancel: “The Frontier” 

Aug 14  Terry Manning: “10 New Things You Didn’t Know About George Washington” 

Sep 11   Shep Hammack: "Hyam Salomon, Financier of the American Revolution" 

Oct   9             Becky West: "The Real Story of Paul Revere" 

Nov 13             Jim Reason: "The War in Georgia" 

Dec 11  Installation of 2026 Chapter Officers 
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Completed Events to date in 2024 

 

Feb 29-Mar 2  National SAR Spring Leadership Meeting, Louisville, Ky 

Mar 2               Battle of Brier Creek  

Mar 3               President Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage 250th Marker 

Mar 11              Alcova Elementary School in Dacula – Traveling Trunk Program 

Mar 21-23        Georgia DAR State Conference - Atlanta Marriott Northwest at Galleria 

Mar 24             DAR Patriot Grave Marking John Glover 

Mar 29             Vietnam Veterans Ceremony – Johns Creek 

Apr 6               Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter 25
th

 Anniversary Lunch meeting  

Apr 7               14th Annual Fort Yargo Market Fair  

Apr 11             Hunter Newton – Eagle Scout Court of Honor  

Apr 12             Lyman Hall 300th Birthday – Gainesville, GA noon 

Apr 13             Patriot Grave Marking – Dickerson Lumpkin, Jr. Talbotton, GA 

Apr 20            National (GA) – Frederica Naval Action St Simons  

Apr 27            Georgia Society SAR Board of Managers, Barnesville, GA 

Apr 28            Church Service & Five Patriot Grave Markings - Midway, GA 

May 10            National (FL) – Battle of Pensacola Commemoration 

May 11            Patriot Grave Marking – Silas Mercer, Wilkes Co., GA 

May 25            National (SC) – Buford’s Massacre Commemoration  

May 24-25       Flag Placement at Cemeteries  

May 27            Oconee County Veterans Memorial 

May 27            GJAC Memorial Day Ceremony Lawrenceville, GA 

Jun 8               Flag Retirement Ceremony (Robert Forsyth & Piedmont) 

Jun 15             Flag Day – VFW Post 5255 - Lawrenceville, GA – 10:00am (Color Guard) 

Jun 22             National (NC) - Battle of Ramsour's Mill 

Jun 26-30        133
rd

 DAR Continental Congress, Washington, DC 

Jun 29             Battle of Alligator Creek Bridge, FL 

Jun 30             New Hope UMC Patriotic Sunday Service 10:00am (Color Guard) 

Jun 30           Patriotic Concert – First Methodist Church Gainesville – 4:00pm (Color Guard) 

Jul 3               Freedom Fireworks – Washington, GA – 5:00pm (Color Guard) 

Jul 4              Musket Salute at Atlanta Braves Game – 7:20pm  

Jul 4  4th of July Parade, Braselton, GA  

Jul 10-16 NSSAR National Convention, Lancaster, PA 

Jul 18-20        National (VA) - Fairfax Resolves, Alexandria, VA 

Jul 27            GASSAR Summer BOM, Barnesville, GA (Held on Zoom) 

Aug 10             Battle of Camden, Camden, SC  

Aug 17  National (KY) - Battle of Blue Licks, Carlisle, KY  

Aug 18             Five Patriot Grave Markings Dedication Ceremony - Lexington, KY  

Aug 23            Grave Markings (NC) as part of the 250th Anniversary of the New Bern Resolves 

Aug 24  New Bern Resolves, New Bern, NC 

Aug 25            Brenda Davison Jessel Service (Wife of past Georgia SAR President Davd Jessel)                                                       

Aug 31  National (SC) - Battle of Eutaw Springs, Eutaw Springs, SC  
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Sep 07  National (VA) - Battle of the Capes, Virginia Beach, VA 

Sep 12-14        Georgia DAR Fall Forum, Atlanta Airport Marriott, College Park, GA 

Sep 14  National (VA) - Vigil at Washington’s Tomb, Mt. Vernon, VA 

Sep 14  National (TN) - The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals, Elizabethton, TN  

Sep 17  National (GA) - Constitution Day, St Paul’s Church, Augusta, GA (Tuesday) 

Sep 28  (GA) – First Siege of Augusta, Augusta, GA Cancelled 

Sep 28             GSSNSCAR Fall Meeting & 242nd Commemoration Siege of Augusta Cancelled 

Oct 3-5            National Society SAR – Fall Leadership – Louisville, KY (Thursday-Saturday) 

Oct 5-6            Elisha Winn Fair (Traveling Trunk Programs) Saturday & Sunday 

Oct 7               National (NC/SC) – Battle of Kings Mountain (Monday) - Cancelled 

Oct 19             Fort Daniel Faire, Buford, GA @10:00am 

Oct 19             Battle of Yorktown, Yorktown, VA 9:15am  

Oct 26             Georgia Society SAR Board of Managers Meeting Barnesville, GA 

Nov 2              Patriot Grave Marking Isaac - Horton & Enoch Benson, Sugar Hill, GA (11:00am) 

Nov 2              Veterans Day program at the Shrine Temple in Atlanta 5:00pm Cancelled 

Nov 3              NSDAR Bench Dedications, Mount Oglethorpe, GA (Color Guard) 

Nov 9              Grave Marking – Patriot Grabriel Smith Bowden, GA  

Nov 10            Veterans Day Celebration – Town Center on Main, Suwanee, GA 1:00pm  

Nov 11            Oconee County Veterans Day Event – 11:00-12:00noon  

Nov 11            Veterans Day – Snellville Veterans Memorial in Snellville, GA 3:00-5:00pm 

Nov 16            NSDAR Historical Marker Dedication Colquitt County Courthouse (Color Guard) 

Nov 17            Grave Marking – Patriot Nathaniel Valentine Bowles Commerce, GA 3:00pm 

Nov 22            Multiple PGMs in McIntosh County, FOUR Patriot Grave Markings 

Nov 23            National (GA) – Siege of Fort Morris – Come & Take It (Color Guard) 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Dec 14            Wreaths Across America – Two Lawrenceville events Philadelphia Winn DAR  

                       (Color Guard) 11:00am East Shadowlawn and 2:00pm Gwinnett Memorial Park 

Dec 15            Patriot Grave Marking - John Iredell Tate (P-301951) 2:00pm  

  Old Tate Cemetery, 4940 Hwy 53 E, Tate, Georgia 30177 

 

2025 Events 

Jan 11              Grave Marking – Patriot Stephen Day Grovetown, GA 

Jan 17              National (SC) – Battle of Cowpens 

Jan 31 – Feb 1 Georgia Society SAR State Conference 

Feb 7               Heroes of the Hornets’ Nest 

Feb 7               Kettle Creek Battlefield Association – Annual Dinner 

Feb 8               Commemoration of the Battle of Kettle Creek events in Washington, GA 

Feb 22             George Washington Birthday  

Feb 27–Mar 1 National Society SAR – Spring Leadership – Louisville, KY 

Mar 8              Commemoration of the Battle of Brier Creek 

Mar 19-23       127th Georgia Society DAR State Conference, Augusta Marriott (Augusta, GA). 
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The Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter nominating committee comprised of Tom Jacques, Randy 

Tindall and Don Schmidt is pleased to present the proposed slate of officers for 2025.  

 

The vote for 2025 Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter Officers was held on November 14, 2024 

 

Installation of 2025 Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter Officers will be held on December 12, 2024 

 

Proposed Chapter Officers 2025 
 

President - Ray Kyle 

First Vice President - Jack Martin 

Second Vice President - Marty Bush 

Secretary - Jaryd Green 

Treasurer - Don McCarty 

Registrar - Harold Ford 

Chaplain - Harry Kitchings 

Genealogist – David Sikes (Replaces Bruce Maney) 

Sergeant at Arms - Don Schmidt 

Historian – Eldon Evans (Replaces Bill Palmer) 

Immediate Past President - Tom Jacques (Not an Elected Position) 

 

 

2025 National Society Sons of the American Revolution Dues: 

 

Treasurer Donald McCarty has sent out 2025 Dues notices shortly. 

SAR National Dues = $50 

SAR Georgia Dues = $20 

SAR Chapter Dues = $20 

Total 2025 Dues =      $90 

 

Elisha Winn Society C.A.R. Donation 

 

For 2025 – the Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter Board of Managers is providing an option for 

Compatriots to make a tax-deductible donation to the Elisha Winn Society Children of the 

American Revolution when you send in your dues payment check. Please consider this C.A.R. 

donation as an investment in the future of America the SAR & DAR. We invite you to review this 

Button Gwinnett Dispatch Newsletter and our past newsletters to see many of the activities the 

C.A.R. has been involved with over the past two years. 

 

https://buttongwinnettsar.org/resources/newsletters/ 

 

 

https://buttongwinnettsar.org/resources/newsletters/
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November 2, 2024 – Patriot Grave Markings Isaac Horton and Enoch Benson, Sugar Hill, GA 

Sponsored by GASSAR Chapters - Button Gwinnett, Blue Ridge Mountain & Robert Forsyth; 

GASDAR Chapter – Suwanee Creek  

 

The Patriot Grave Markings of Isaac Horton and Enoch Benson was the primary Grave Marking 

for the Button Gwinnett Chapter for 2024. Our Master of Ceremonies was Past Button Gwinnett 

Chapter President Michael Henderson (Retired US Navy LCDR). We had 27 members in uniform 

including 14 members of the Button Gwinnett Chapter.  Greetings were brought by GASSAR 

President Ed Rigel Jr., GASDAR Regent Helen Powell, Noah Tindall 1st VP Georgia C.A.R. and 

Sugar Hill Mayor Brandon Hembree.  The Color Guard was led by SAR National Commander 

Scott Collins. Wreath Registration was performed by Maryland McCarty and Mary Martin and 

the announcement of wreath presenters was provided by Lynn Baxter Jacques of the GSSDAR 

Philadelphia Winn Chapter.  

 

The Button Gwinnett Members in attendance: 

Michael Henderson – MC Past President Button Gwinnett Chapter (Civilian Medals)  

Bill Wood – Compatriot Descendant of Enoch Benson – Biography & Marker reveal (Civilian) 

  

Continental 

Don McCarty – Organizer Past President BGC  

Jack Martin - 1st VP  - SAR Pledge & Presented BGC wreath 

Terry Manning  - Past President BGC & Past GASSAR President -  SAR Recessional 

Noah Tindall - Carried Flag and gave one great speech  HUZZAH! (C.A.R.) 

Bruce Maney, Ralph Galpin, David Patrick, Marty Bush  (Carried Flags) 

 

Militia  

Tom Jacques, Gordon Woodard, Eldon Evans, David Sikes (Musket Salute & Mourn Musket) 

Harry Kitchen - Carried Flag, Nick Hamrick – TAPS  

 

Civilian 

Randy Tindall,  David McCarty, Don Schmidt & Stewart Woodard (Photographer)  
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MC Michael Henderson        Georgia SAR State President Ed Rigel Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NASAR Commander K. Scott Collins       Georgia DAR State Regent Helen Powell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgia C.A.R. 1
St

 VP Noah Tindall          Sugar Hill Mayor Brandon Hembree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Wood – Enoch Benson Descendant         Marilyn Dean – Isaac Horton Descendant  
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Elisha Winn Society Children of the American Revolution 
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Georgia DAR Combined Chapters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suwanee Creek DAR Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philadelphia Winn DAR Chapter 
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William Day DAR Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chestatee River DAR Chapter 
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November 9, 2024 - Patriot Grave Ceremony for Gabriel Smith, Sr.,  

 

Five members of the Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter attended the Patriot Grave Marking for 

Gabriel Smith, Sr., at Poplar Springs Primitive Baptist Church at 6465 Smithfield Road, Bowdon, 

Georgia. The members in uniform were President Ray Kyle, Treasurer Don McCarty and 

compatriots Ralph Galpin and David Sikes. BGC Jr Member Hunter Newton – Immediate Past 

President of the Elisha Winn Society C.A.R was also in attendance with his sister Taylor, a Past 

Elisha Winn Society President 
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November 11, 2024 – Veterans Day Ceremony Oconee County, Ga  

 

Seven Members of the Button Gwinnett Chapter participated in the Color Guard at the Oconee 

County Veterans Day Ceremony. Militia Picture L-R David Sikes, Ray Kyle, Gordon Woodard 

and Tom Jacques. Continental Don McCarty, Jack Martin and Ralph Galpin. 
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November 11, 2024 – Veterans Day Ceremony Snellville, Ga  

 

Nine Members of the Button Gwinnett Chapter participated in the Color Guard at the Snellville 

Veterans Day Ceremony. Pictured Upper L-R Commander Scott Collins, Eldon Evans (BG), Bill 

Palmer (BG) JC Hustis (RFC), Thomas Chamberlain (GWC), Don McCarty (BG), Jack Martin 

(BG), Ralph Galpin (BG), Steve Weaver (BRMC), Bruce Maney (BG), Gordon Woodard (BG), 

Bill Edelen, Tom Jacques (BG), David Sikes (BG). Additional Button Gwinnett Veterans in 

attendance – Past President Bennie Koon (Botton Photo Cavalry Hat) 
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November 17, 2024 - Patriot Grave Marking Nathaniel Valentine Bowles Commerce, GA 3:00pm 

Ten members of the Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter attended the Patriot Grave Marking for 

Nathaniel Valentine Bowles at Commerce, GA. Top Photo L-R Harry Kitchings, Ralph Galpin, 

Ray Kyle, Karl Fitch, David Sikes, Tom Jacques, Don McCarty, Jack Martin, Gordon Woodard 

and Stewart Woodard. Militia Members who fired musket salutes and performed Mourn Musket 

– Tom Jacques, Gordon Woodard, David Sikes. Color Guard Commanded by K. Scott Collins - 

Harry Kitchings, Ralph Galpin, Ray Kyle and Don McCarty. First VP Jack Martin presented the 

Button Gwinnett Chapter Wreath. Stewart Woodard was the event photographer. 
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November 19, 2024 – Philadelphia Winn Chapter DAR                                                                  

America 250 Revolutionary War Patriot Marker Dedication 

 

The Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter provided the Color Guard for the Philadelphia Winn DAR 

Chapter America 250 Revolutionary War Patriot Marker Dedication which is located at the 

Lawrenceville Lawn Park. Georgia DAR State Regent brought greetings along with Lawrenceville 

Mayor David Still. Nine Button Gwinnett Members were in uniform commanded by Tom 

Jacques. 
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November 22, 2024 - SAR Grave Marking Ceremony for 4 Patriots Townsend, Georgia 

 

The Button Gwinnett Chapter was a co-sponsor of the SAR Grave Marking Ceremony for 4 

Patriots who are buried at the Contentment Plantation Cemetery in Townsend, GA. Color Guard 

Commander was K. Scott Collins. Button Gwinnett members in Uniform: Continental Carrying 

Flags - Don McCarty (program, presented wreath), Jack Martin, Ralph Galpin; Militia - musket 

salute, mourn musket - Ray Kyle (presented Button Gwinnett wreath), Tom Jacques (presented 

Boston Tea Party Descendants wreath). Civilian Photographer – Stewart Woodard 
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A large group from the day’s ceremony also attended dinner at Love’s Seafood on Friday Evening. 
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November 23, 2024 - 246th Anniversary Commemoration of the Siege of Fort Morris 

 

Button Gwinnett Chapter Members in attendance Continental - carried flags  

Don McCarty - presented wreath, Jack Martin, Ralph Galpin, Noah Tindal - presented wreath,  

Nick Hamrick- militia presented wreath  

Militia - musket salute & Mourn Musket - Ray Kyle- presented Button Gwinnett wreath, Tom 

Jacques- presented Boston Tea Party Descendants wreath, Wayne Stancel 

Civilian - Randy Tindall - Sr GA C.A.R. President, Stewart Woodard - photographer 
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November 23, 2024 - 246th Anniversary Commemoration of the Siege of Fort Morris 

 

Elisha Winn C.A.R. President Nick, Fort Morris Chairman Noralee, Becca, William, and Noah 

for representing Elisha Winn at the 246th Anniversary Commemoration of the Siege of Fort 

Morris. Noralee was excellent leading the 15 Flag Ceremony, Nick presented a wreath, William 

led the pledge, and Noah, Nick, William participated in the Georgia SAR Color Guard. 
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Button Gwinnett Chapter Meeting  

Thursday, December 12, 2024  

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM for dinner/socializing 

 

The meeting portion will begin at 7:00 PM. 

Installation of 2025 Officers 

Frontera Mex-Mex Grill 

1430 Five Forks Trickum Road 

Lawrenceville, GA 30044 

678-376-7680 

 

Celebrating our 25th Chapter Anniversary in 2024 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Please join us! 
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It is with great sadness that we share with you the passing of Marsha Curtis the wife of Button  
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Button Gwinnett SAR Chapter included in News Articles during November 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


